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The University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign Ronald E. McNair Post-
Baccalaureate Achievement Program 
(TRIO McNair Scholars Program)  
introduces the E.M.E.R.G.E. 
(Engaging McNair Scholars in                
Excellence, Resilience, and Graduate 
Education) newsletter to highlight and 
celebrate the academic and scholarly 
achievements of the TRIO McNair 
scholars.  
 
The title of this eMagazine is inspired 
by the article published in the January 
2016 issue of Diverse Issues in         
Higher Education titled ñEmerging 
Scholars,ò we believe TRIO McNair 
Scholars programs are one of the 
best opportunities in the nation to  
prepare first-generation, low-income, 
and underrepresented students for 
careers in academia, especially in the 
professoriate. We believe that our 
campusô TRIO McNair scholars are 
some of the most talented emerging 
scholars in the country who have 
been working with some of the top 
scholars in their field.   
 
In addition to promoting, celebrating, 
and supporting our scholars, it is    
Important that TRIO McNair                     

professionals and advocates continue 
to raise awareness about the need to 
increase the graduate education  
pipeline and diversify faculty ranks.   
 
We cannot and do not do this work 
alone. We are grateful to our student 
scholars, faculty and research             
mentors, campus partners from          
student affairs to academic affairs, 
our Federal program officers, and the 
U.S. Department of Education for        
collaborating with us since 1990 to 
fulfill the legislative purposes,         
mission, and vision of the TRIO 
McNair Scholars Program. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to learn 
about our scholars through this  
eMagazine.  We know you will be 
proud. 
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Establishing the TRIO Ronald E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement             

Program (formally known as the TRIO McNair Scholars Program) on the campus 

in 1990 memorialized the legacy of Dr. Ronald E. McNair by ensuring that                   

undergraduate first-generation, low-income, and underrepresented students are 

provided with the academic support they need to conduct research and enroll in 

graduate education programs across the country, ultimately leading to the Ph.D. 

degree.   

 

Our current and alumni/ae scholars represent the best of the best on campus and 

throughout the nation.  We are very proud of the many research experiences and 

academic accomplishments that continue to propel our scholars in the direction of becoming future faculty at 

the nationôs top academic institutions.  Some highlights of this past year include: producing a journal of     

research abstracts, scholars presenting their research at a national McNair research conference, and over 

20 scholars participating in the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign Undergraduate Research                        

Symposium.  

 

We are very pleased to report that many of our graduating scholars will be embarking upon their graduate 

education journey in the fall at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, University of Illinois at               

Chicago, University of California at Berkeley, University of Southern California, the Ohio State University, 

University of Wisconsin Madison, and Xavier University in Chicago.     

 

The UIUC TRIO McNair Scholars Program staff work diligently each year to meet or exceed the program  

objectives established by the U.S. Department of Education. For example, the 2014-2015 program year 

yielded successful outcomes in research and scholarly service delivery, graduate school enrollment,               

graduate school continuation, and Ph.D. attainment.  We were able to accomplish meeting or exceeding our 

program objectives because of student resilience and the support and collaboration of faculty and research 

mentors and other advocates and partners who believe in the mission and vision of TRIO McNair programs: 

diversify the graduate education pipeline and the professoriate.   

 

We are grateful to so many for helping our scholars achieve their research and graduate education goals. 

We hope you will read and share the E.M.E.R.G.E. eMagazine with your faculty, staff, scholars, and potential 

students.     

       

 Appreciatively 

 
Wallace Southerland III, Ph.D. 


